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President’s Message 
By Cammi Campbell, Minot Park District 

Greetings NCTGA members,  

I hope everyone is staying healthy and coping with the 

Covid-19 pandemic. In times like these, we need to 

look at all the positives happening. People are working 

from home, allowing them to spend more time with 

their families. They don’t have to commute to work, 

allowing them to take up new hobbies they didn’t have 

time for before.  Most of our industry is still working 

and keeping busy with all the families that are outside.  

It is a welcome escape both mentally and physically to 

get outside and enjoy the outdoors.  It is great to see 

families enjoying what we work so hard to provide all 

summer long.  

I hope everyone can join us for our 2020 Annual Schol-

arship Golf Tournament. It will be held September 14th 

at the Prairie West Golf Club in Mandan, ND.  A huge 

thank you to Garrett Schultz for hosting us during these 

crazy times. Also, thank you golf committee and Sam 

for getting everything organized.  You can check out 

our website for registration information. It will be a 

two-person scramble with two flights. Shotgun start at 

noon, registration and lunch will begin at 11 am. This 

tournament allows us to sponsor scholarships for 

turfgrass students, which we will announce at our an-

nual conference.    

Unfortunately, the 2020 NDRPA State Conference and 

ND Trails Conference has been canceled for this year. 

We were hoping to get more attendance at our golf 

tournament by conjoining these events.  I encourage 

everyone to spread the word and bring a friend to our 

tournament. It will be a great day to meet up with col-

leagues. We will have a food truck in the parking lot, 

allowing the option to socially distance. Feel free to 

wear a mask. If you have any concerns or questions do 

not hesitate to contact a board member or Sam Bauer.  

We will try to accommodate everyone’s needs the best 

we can.   

With the crazy summer season we have dealt with, I 

hope we can all take a deep breath and enjoy the com-

pany of our family and friends.  Head outside, play a 

round of golf, take a picnic in a park, or enjoy a base-

ball game.   

Hope to see everyone at the golf tournament, 

Cammi  
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NCTGA Donates $5,000 to Wee One! 
As many of you know, one of our own, Sam Davis, suffered a stroke 

this winter and his family was in great need of financial support.  To 

our amazement, the Wee One Foundation was there to help almost 

immediately.  We are so happy to hear that Sam is on the road to 

recovery, and we can’t thank the Wee One Foundation enough for 

coming through in a time of need for an NCTGA member.  During 

our April 20th, 2020 Board of Director’s meeting, a motion was 

passed to donate $5,000 NCTGA dollars to the Wee One Founda-

tion.  We are very proud to support the Wee One Foundation and 

we know that the dollars will be put to use helping a family in need in the future.   

 

History of the Wee One Foundation 

The Wee One Foundation was founded in 2004 when friends of Wayne Otto, CGCS banned together to financially assist 

him in his battle with cancer. Wayne was a pioneer in the turf industry always searching for new and better ways to 

produce a finer playing surface. As Wayne learned more about his disease, he applied those same pioneering principles 

to overcome his illness. 

Through the perseverance and hard work of several friends of Wayne, the group developed its mission of helping those 

in need. Founded on the principle of assisting golf course management professionals (or their dependents) who incur 

overwhelming expenses due to medical hardship without comprehensive insurance or adequate financial resources, 

the Foundation has evolved into a cause that goes way beyond its initial reason for existence. 

The Wee One Foundation was aptly named to honor Wayne. Nicknames are rarely chosen by their owner as in this 

case. On a golfing trip to Scotland with some friends, one of the group’s caddies decided to place his wager on the “wee 

one”. A small action (as legend has it) that turned out to be a sound decision by the caddie that day and a small gesture 

that has helped many other individuals through economic hardships due to overwhelming medical expenses.  Simply, 

that is what the Wee One Foundation accomplishes today. 

Since its inception in 2004 the Wee One Foundation has gifted over $1,500,000 to those in need. The Foundation raises 

money through its membership, golf outings and sponsorships. 

Wee One Mission 

The Wee One Foundation was developed as a tribute to Wayne to assist golf course management professionals (or their 

dependents) who incur overwhelming expenses due to medical hardship without comprehensive insurance or adequate 

financial resources.  Through the Foundation's work, Wayne's legacy will never be forgotten.  

Consider Donating 

You can support the Wee One Foundation by donating directly on their website.  To donate, visit: www.weeone.org 

 

https://weeone.org/
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It’s On! 2020 Annual Scholarship  

Golf Tournament
The 2020 NCTGA Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament will be held on Monday, 
September 14th at the fabulous Prairie West Golf Club in Mandan, ND.  This 
year’s host superintendent is Garrett Schultz, NCTGA Vice President.  Garrett and 
his staff are sure to have the golf course in superb shape for this year’s event.  
Join your colleagues and friends for this tournament in  
support of a good cause!     
 
Golf Tournament 
Format for golf will be a 2-person scramble with two flights.  
The scramble will begin as a shotgun start at 12:00pm noon 
(Central time).  Lunch will be provided via an onsite food 
truck beginning at 11:00am.  Prizes will be given out for 
first place in each of the flights, along with proximity prizes 
for longest drive, longest putt, and closest to the hole.    
Following the golf will be the awards ceremony, appetizers 
and refreshments.   
 
Registration 
Online registration can be found on the NCTGA website at: http://nctga.net/Golf-Tournament.  You will find 
options for registering yourself and multiple people, and hole sponsorship opportunities for vendors.  
 
About the club 
Prairie West Golf Club is one of the premier public golf courses in the state of North Dakota.  Established in 
1992, Prairie West features championship greens, a courteous and professional staff, and private course 
amenities at a public course price.  Whether it be the state of the art short game practice area, the              
meticulously manicured course, or the newly renovated clubhouse and lounge, Prairie West offers something 
for everyone.   
 

 
 
 

To register, visit: 
www.nctga.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://nctga.net/Golf-Tournament
http://www.nctga.net
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Website Updates
Discussion Forum 

Recently, the NCTGA Board of Directors added a forum tool to the new NCTGA website.  This forum can be found under 

the Members-Only section of the website and is open for all NCTGA members to post a topic or reply to your peers.  

Our hope is that this forum will serve to allow for an in-depth discussion on all things turfgrass and other aspects of 

your working lives.  You must be logged in to access the members only area.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member and Vendor Directory  

The most recent member and vendor directories are now available on the website.  Please continue to encourage non-

members to join our great association.   

Bylaws and Board Meeting Minutes  

We have also posted the NCTGA bylaws, most recently updated at the 2019 conference to include honorary members.  

In addition to the bylaws, you will find a tab containing minutes from previous board meetings.   
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NCTGA New Vendor Sponsorship Levels 

The NCTGA Board has developed new vendor sponsorship levels beginning on October 1st, 2020.  The goal is to simplify 

sponsorships and allow more opportunities for NCTGA to promote our vendors.  Newsletter advertisements will begin 

with the January issue of our newsletter, and vendors will have the option to pay in the 2020 or 2021 fiscal year.  More 

details to follow.   

Sponsorship Levels  

 - Platinum ($2,500): includes 4 conference booths, 4 conference attendees and memberships, full page      

 newsletter ad, largo logo on website, platinum sponsorship advertised at conference and in all publications 

 - Gold ($2,000): includes 3 conference booths, 3 conference attendees and memberships, 1/2 page newsletter 

 ad, medium logo on website, gold sponsorship advertised at conference and in all publications 

 - Silver ($1,000): 2 conference booths, 2 conference attendees and memberships, 1/3 page newsletter ad, small 

 logo on website, silver level sponsorship advertised at conference and in all publications 

 - Bronze ($500): 1 conference booth, 1 conference attendee and membership 
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NCTGA Board Member Profile 

Garrett Schultz
Employer 
Mandan Park District (Prairie West Golf Club & Mandan Municipal Golf Course) 
Job title  
Golf Course Superintendent 
Education 
Born, raised, and graduated high school in New Salem, North Dakota. 
Sports & Urban Turfgrass Management degree from North Dakota State University 
Years of service in your position 
8 years 
Favorite part of the turf industry  
For me, it’s just being around the game of golf.  I have been obsessed with everything about it from the time I could 
walk—to have a career in the field I’m so passionate about is quite rewarding.  I find the biggest thrill in changing 
course setups to make players think in championship events.    
Favorite tool in the shop 
Moisture meter—the ability to rely on exact data to schedule and execute irrigation takes a lot of the guess work out of 
it and allows us to provide greater consistency.  On a larger scale, definitely our Rainbird IC irrigation system, which is 
phenomenal.  
Favorite job to perform in this position 
Topdressing—there’s something soothing about laying a perfect coat of sand over greens!  
Any projects or big events this year 
Hosting the NCTGA Fall Scholarship Golf Tournament will be a highlight.  At Prairie West Golf Club, we are doing some 
in house construction of new and renovation of existing tees.  This includes construction of all new forward tees at an 
appropriate distance for beginners, which I think is vital to the golf industry.  We will also be tackling some small bunker 
work as the season winds down.  These projects, along with clubhouse landscaping, new concrete throughout the facili-
ty, parking lot work, and a retention ditch renovation have made for a hectic 2020 in the current climate!  
Favorite hobby  
Doing anything with my wife and kids---I could be picking rock and my daughters would find a way for it be a blast! 
Family road trips are a favorite.  Also, without a doubt my favorite hobby is golf.  I can’t play enough or watch enough 
golf.  
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Preliminary Schedule 
 
Tuesday 

• Ryan Moy, Allianz Field  

• Dr. Deying Li, NDSU 

• Superintendent/Weatherman 
 
Wednesday 

• Vendor seminars, equipment and irrigation 

• Equipment maintenance 

• Zebra mussel update 

• Emerald ash borer 

• Dr. Ben Pease, Iowa State 

• Infield maintenance 
 
Thursday 

• Flood cleanup and recovery panel  

• Artificial turf maintenance 

• Business management and motivation 

Holiday Inn 

Fargo, North Dakota  

February 23rd-25th, 2020 

36th Annual Conference and Trade Show
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The Power of Gratitude 
By Steve Keating, @LeadToday 
Of all the attributes successful people possess few are 

more important than a grateful heart. 

Back in my days of working with the Dale Carnegie Or-

ganization there was a 50 something guy in one of our 

classes who looked very successful. He obviously had 

money, drove his choice of the many fancy cars he 

owned. He had houses (notice I didn’t say homes) 

around the world in which he could live comfortably. At 

first glance he appeared to have it all. 

But it was never enough. He was one of the most unhap-

py and “relationship poor” people I had ever met. 

The stories he told were in stark contrast to the ones 

told by a 30 something guy with 5 kids. It seemed as if 

every example from the younger man was laced with 

struggles and challenges that the older man knew noth-

ing about. His stories were also filled with something 

else missing from the older man’s…a grateful heart. 

He appreciated the opportunity every challenge present-

ed him. He appreciated the chance to learn and over-

come obstacles which he knew would better prepare 

him for the future. He found “the silver lining” in every 

cloud. 

It was in that particular 12 week Dale Carnegie course 

that I learned about the true power of gratefulness. 

The older, more successful appearing man in the 12 

week program knew nothing of his gifts. He knew little of 

his actual strengths, and he had long ago surrendered his 

power to be happy. 

The younger man’s thoughts were focused on appreci-

ating what he had, not what he wanted. He was thankful 

for what he was able to earn. Thankful for his God given 

gifts that made it possible for him to support his family. 

Thankful for his one overcrowded home in a modest 

neighborhood and I suspect thankful every time his 20 

year old car actually started. 

He was happy and as far as he was concerned, one of the 

richest people on earth. 

 

Now I ask you…which of those two men was the most 

successful? 

You may find this difficult to believe if you find yourself 

struggling. You will find it hard to believe if you’re a 

“keeping up with the Joneses” type person. But your 

greatest happiness is within you, not in chasing what 

you’re without. 

Practice gratefulness each day. Absolutely work hard for 

your dreams but make time each day to also appreciate 

what you already have. 

If you find it hard to be grateful for what you have today 

it’s very likely you’ll find it just as hard to be grateful for 

what you may have tomorrow. It has been my experi-

ence that an ungrateful heart is also an unhappy one. 

“Things” will never make you happy but the power of 

gratitude most certainly will. If nothing else, be grateful 

for that.  
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Sun Safety  
CDC Recommendations 
The sun’s ultraviolet (UV) rays can damage your skin in 

as little as 15 minutes. Check the U.S. Environmental Pro-

tection Agency’ UV Index for your area, and follow these 

recommendations to help protect yourself and your  

family.  

Shade 

You can reduce your risk of skin damage and skin cancer 

by seeking shade under an umbrella, tree, or other shel-

ter before you need relief from the sun. Your best bet to 

protect your skin is to use sunscreen or wear protective 

clothing when you’re outside—even when you’re in the 

shade. 

Clothing 

When possible, long-sleeved shirts and long pants and 

skirts can provide protection from UV rays. Clothes made 

from tightly woven fabric offer the best protection. A 

wet T-shirt offers much less UV protection than a dry 

one, and darker colors may offer more protection than 

lighter colors. Some clothing certified under internation-

al standards comes with information on its ultraviolet 

protection factor. 

If wearing this type of clothing isn’t practical, at least try 

to wear a T-shirt or a beach cover-up. Keep in mind that 

a typical T-shirt has an SPF rating lower than 15, so use 

other types of protection as well. 

Hat 

For the most protection, wear a hat with a brim all the 

way around that shades your face, ears, and the back of 

your neck. A tightly woven fabric, such as canvas, works 

best to protect your skin from UV rays. Avoid straw hats 

with holes that let sunlight through. A darker hat may 

offer more UV protection. 

If you wear a baseball cap, you should also protect your 

ears and the back of your neck by wearing clothing that 

covers those areas, using a broad spectrum sunscreen 

with SPF 15 or higher, or by staying in the shade. 

Sunglasses 

Sunglasses protect your eyes from UV rays and reduce 

the risk of cataracts. They also protect the tender skin 

around your eyes from sun exposure. 

Sunglasses that block both UVA and UVB rays offer the 

best protection. Most sunglasses sold in the United 

States, regardless of cost, meet this standard. Wrap-

around sunglasses work best because they block UV rays 

from sneaking in from the side. 

Sunscreen 

Put on broad spectrum sunscreen with SPF 15 or higher 

before you go outside, even on slightly cloudy or cool 

days. Don’t forget to put a thick layer on all parts of ex-

posed skin.  And remember, sunscreen works best when 

combined with other options to prevent UV damage. 

How sunscreen works. Most sunscreen products work by 

absorbing, reflecting, or scattering sunlight. They contain 

chemicals that interact with the skin to protect it from 

UV rays. All products do not have the same ingredients; 

if your skin reacts badly to one product, try another one 

or call a doctor. 

SPF. Sunscreens are assigned a sun protection factor 

(SPF) number that rates their effectiveness in blocking 

UV rays. Higher numbers indicate more protection. You 

should use a broad spectrum sunscreen with SPF 15 or 

higher. 

Reapplication. Sunscreen wears off. Put it on again if you 

stay out in the sun for more than two hours and after 

swimming, sweating, or toweling off. 

Expiration date. Check the sunscreen’s expiration date. 

Sunscreen without an expiration date has a shelf life of 

no more than three years, but its shelf life is shorter if it 

has been exposed to high temperatures. 

Cosmetics. Some makeup and lip balms contain some of 

the same sun-protective ingredients used in sunscreens. 

If they do not have SPF 15 or higher, be sure to use other 

forms of protection as well, such as sunscreen and a 

wide-brimmed hat. 

https://www.epa.gov/sunsafety/uv-index-1
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NCTGA Board of Directors 
Cammi Campbell 

President 

Minot Park District  

 

Garrett Schultz  

Vice President 

Prairie West Golf Course  

 

Victor Heitkamp 

Secretery/Treasurer 

Fargo Parks 

 

Melissa Grafenauer  

Director  

University of North Dakota 

 

 

Lucas Palczewski 

Director  

Fargo Parks 

 

Kyle Fick  

Director  

Bully Pulpit Golf Course  

 

Tim Fleegel  

Director 

MTI Distributing, Inc 

 

Matt Schmid 

Director 

Superior Turf Services 

 

 

Shannon Hendrickson 

Director 

West Fargo Public Schools  

 

Sam Bauer 

Executive Director 

info.nctga@gmail.com 

904-271-0250 


